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1. How’s business? 
It’s definitely keeping us busy, especially 
with the ongoing challenges our industry 
faces. We’re seeing a lot of growth in the 
more advanced end of the market and 
introducing lots of exciting new products to 
meet that demand.

2. What is your view of the current 
state of the global steel industry?
The steel industry is facing challenges from 
the macro-economic situation. The ongoing 
trade situation between China and the US 
is causing uncertainty. It put the US market 
in a strong position, but we’ll see for how 
long. Overall, the more traditional parts of 
the market seem to be holding their own 
with the strongest growth coming from the 
higher-strength areas. Overall, I feel very 
optimistic.

3. In which sector of the steel 
industry does AMETEK Surface Vision 
and AMETEK Land mostly conduct 
their business?
We operate across the processes – our 
devices play all the way from steelmaking 
down to the various stages of the finished 
products, across both Land and Surface 
Vision. The close collaboration between both 
businesses works very well for us. 

4. Where are you busiest at present?
We’re busy in China, but we’re busier in the 
Americas than we’ve been for a few years, 
with the recent buoyancy in that market. 
Europe’s probably a little bit quieter. With 
Arcelor Mittal taking over the plants in 
Italy, there’s been a bit of dormancy in their 
spending, but we’re seeing signs of that 
picking back up.

5. Can you discuss any steel projects 
you are currently working on?
We’re restricted in what we can discuss, 
but AMETEK Land is in conversation with 
the majority of manufacturers and there’s 
been a lot of interest around the recently-
introduced SPOT GS thermometer for 
galvanised steel. From Surface Vision’s 
standpoint, China continues to try and 
enhance its capabilities and move up 
the value chain, so we’re seeing a lot of 
interest in our products there. In Japan, 
Surface Vision is working on some research 
and development projects with a major 
Japanese manufacturer, applying new 
sensors to surface inspection applications. 

6. Where do you stand on the 
aluminium versus steel argument?
We’ve dedicated products for each sector, 
so we’re happy to see both play to their 
respective strengths. Each metal tries to 
improve the strength of its products and 
reduce the weight, which contributes to 
an increased demand for temperature 

measurement and surface inspection 
solutions. 

7. It has been said that vehicles will 
continue to be predominantly steel. 
What is your view?
The future may be even more diverse, 
rather than a binary choice between 
aluminium and steel. If you listen to people 
— especially electric vehicle manufacturers 
talking about electric cars and the vehicles 
of the future — there’s clear potential to 
shift away from metals and move towards 
more plastics and composite materials. 

8. Experts believe that within the 
next decade there could be an even 
split between steel, aluminium and 
carbon fibre in the average North 
American car. What’s your view?
It depends on which sector of the 
automotive industry you look at. Domestic 
users will be looking for lighter-weight 
vehicles, while others may require a more 
heavy-duty vehicle. There may well be room 
for all of them.

9. It is always claimed that 
aluminium is ‘greener’ than steel. 
What do you think?
They’re very much alike. They can both be 
recycled and both require huge amounts 
of upfront energy to manufacture. What’s 
significant is that recycling and other 
environmental questions are far higher up 
the agenda than they once were, which is 
forcing producers to re-evaluate all aspects 
of their manufacturing processes.

10. “…Any hint of doubt when it 
comes to predictions of climate 
doom is evidence of greed, stupidity, 
moral turpitude or psychological 
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Innovation a key driver

AMETEK Land and AMETEK Surface Vision are two companies, based in the UK and the USA 
respectively. Both businesses are being kept busy by the global steel industry and, according to Ben 
Wileman*, innovation is driving a lot of contact
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derangement.” This is a quote from 
Bret Stephens writing in The Wall 
Street Journal. Do you sympathise with 
his view?
I don’t recognise those values in the people 
I work with in the industry. The evidence 
for climate change is very strong, and as 
an industry we must figure out how we’re 
going to respond to that. That is going to 
be one of the challenges for heavy industry, 
and we all recognise we’ve got to do more 
to deal with it. 

11. In fact, talking of ‘green issues’ 
and emissions control, how is the steel 
industry performing in this respect? 
Everybody’s trying to do their bit, looking 
at where they can improve in terms of 
emissions controls. In Europe, we’ve been 
driven forward a lot quicker. China is 
catching up as they’re closing plants that 
don’t meet the new requirements. There are 
some interesting, early-stage developments 
of new ways of steel making that could 
reduce emissions and energy requirements. 
The steel industry is driving hard towards 
improving its green footprint, but it will 
take time, particularly with the size and 
number of existing plants.

12. Are steel producers looking to 
companies like yours to offer them 
solutions in terms of energy efficiency 
and sustainability? 
A couple of key drivers for reducing 
emissions are better process control and 
better efficiency. This is where AMETEK’s 
business units really contribute, particularly 
AMETEK Land. For example, in reheat 
furnaces and similar applications, the aim 
is to better control and deliver the right 
amount of energy to the process. Then, 
using a mixture of an NIR Borescope and 
the FGA 900 emissions analysers, we can 
help users control the atmosphere within 
the furnace to minimise NOx formation and 
as a result reduce emissions. 

13. How quickly has the steel industry 
responded to ‘green politics’ in terms 
of making the production process 
more environmentally friendly? 
Everybody in the steel industry recognises 
that we need to be environmentally 
conscious in our approach and we’re 
striving towards that. It’s always going to 
be a challenge working with less-efficient 
legacy production plants, but I think 
everybody’s making their best efforts. 

14. Where do AMETEK Land and 
AMETEK Surface Vision lead the field in 
terms of steel production technology?
We offer instrumentation that is designed 
to optimise key areas of the process. 
Land provides much more information 
about what’s going on in the process, 
so that operators can optimise it for 
product efficiency and product quality. We 
continue to refine and improve this data 
through the continued introduction of new 
products optimised for specific process 
needs, whether that be traditional single-

spot thermometers or thermal imaging 
cameras. Surface Vision leads the way in 
not only detecting increasingly smaller 
surface defects, but also extracting more 
information about those defects.

15. How do you view the development 
of AMETEK Surface Vision and AMETEK 
Land over the short-to-medium term?
Our aim is not so much to react to an 
end-of-process need when it’s recognised, 
but rather to be involved much earlier in 
the process to identify future requirements, 
future savings or future gains. 
Consequently, R&D departments are coming 
to us to find out how they can better 
measure certain applications and adapt to 
new process challenges.

16. China is accountable for almost 
half of global production. How should 
the industry react to this situation?
There’s a lot going on in the political 
environment to try and deal with this now, 
so maybe the industry is not getting the 
chance to react fast enough. For us, it’s a 
case of watching and being agile enough to 
adapt to any shifts or trends.

17. What is your experience of the 
Chinese steel industry?
Historically, the Chinese have relied on 

Western technology, but we’re seeing the 
development of many strong thought 
leaders in the Chinese steel industry and a 
lot of local technology providers building 
up, so we do see them moving towards 
self-sufficiency. The competition between 
Western and Chinese manufacturers in this 
technology is always going to drive costs 
down, but we will continue to fly at the 
high-end of the market and continue to 
work with providers, regardless of if they 
are in the East or the West.

18. Where do you see most innovation 
in terms of production technologies – 
primary, secondary or downstream?
Downstream is where I see most innovation, 
both from our products and the market 
itself, in the short-to-medium term. Longer-
term, I think there are some interesting 
ideas about steel-making technologies that 
could start to change the industry, but any 
disruptive change is some years off.

19. How optimistic are you for the 
global steel industry? 
That’s somewhat dependent on an 
unpredictable political landscape and the 
way current trade disputes are resolved. 
Overcapacity in China remains an issue 
which only furthers political uncertainty 
right now. The industry will have to find 
a solution to that, but overall, I’m very 
optimistic for the steel industry. 

20. What exhibitions and conferences 
will you be attending this year?
The big two for this year will be May’s 
AISTech conference in Pittsburgh, USA, 
and then THERMPROCESS-METEC-GIFA in 
Düsseldorf in June. There are many other 
events of various sizes which we will also 
attend. We still see great value in exhibition 
work and positioning ourselves at the right 
conferences and seminars. �
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